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3,   Usually both article and possessive precede the noun,
but the article precedes and the possessive follows the noun
if possession is emphasized.
4,   Possessive adjectives or pronouns agree in gender and
number with the object possessed, not, as in English, with
the person who possesses.   Suo has thus four different mean-
ings, but the context usually makes clear the gender of the
possessor.
5,   Ella finisce 11 stio lavoro.        She finishes her work.
Ella finisce 11 lavoro di ho.       She finishes his work.
When the possessor is not the subject of the sentence,
ambiguity, if there be any, is avoided by the use of di Im, for
his; di Isi, for her; di Lei or di Lore, for yowr; aad di Ior%
fortteir- These phrases usually follow the noon,
6,                tm mk> parente          * relative of mine
questo mio parente    this relative of mine
quattro mid parent!   four of my relatives
molti mid parent!      many of my relatives
del mid parent!         some of my relatives
Note from the examples above that the possessive may be
preceded in ItaJian by the indefinite article, a demonstrative
adjective, a numeral, an adjective indicating quantity, or
the partitive. Thus the English of is not translated, and the
examples given stand literally for a my relative, four my
relatives, etc. Note also that in these cases the definite
article is omitted.
7,   Sacrifice la vita alia Patria.     He sacrificed his life for his
country.
The possessive, when not necessary for clearness, is
replaced by a definite article*